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From Nevada to Wyoming

to Texas, small towns have
become neighborhood
battlegrounds amid the faith’s
historic temple-building spree.

By TAMARRA KEMSLEY

rin DeLoe has been called alot of things
but neve agent of the devil.

That changed after she and her hus-
band, Matthew, became vocal opponents
to the construction of a Latter-day Saint
temple in their rural enclave located in

the northwest comer of Las Vegas.

The couple are adamant: They have noth-
ing against The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints or its members.
ly went to girls’ camp
) n said, refer-
ring to the faith’s summer sleep-
away outings for teen girs. “T went
to sacrament meetings, you know:
My best friends growing up were
all LDS

What the DeLoes do have a
problem with is the church’s plans
to build a 215-foot-high building
with hundreds of parking spots
in an arca where residents some-
times ride horses in the street and
the tallest things around arc palm
trees,

Due to their opposition, both
say they've repeatedly been called
bigots. Yard signs they plant op-
posing the temple disappear over.
night and cars periodically sit at the end of
their driveway. honking

Others have taken an even bolder, bright-
er approach

“We have people setting off fireworks,” Erin
said, “behind the homes of people who are
coming out against [the temple].”

Temple proponents in Las Veggas and else-
where, however, argue that the buildings’
scope and designs are inextricably linked to
their religious function and that opposition is
rooted in NIMEY-ism (“not in my backyard”).

This bitter battle is playing out in small
towns from as far north as Wyoming and
as far south as Texas as the Salt Lake City-
based church seeks to plant more and more
hotel-size worship spaces into communities
that pride themselves on horizons and acre-
its.
¢ht langely — although not exclusively
‘mber nonmember divide, these
sometimes-rancorous debates have ruptured
(Tx'nd\hlp\ and pitted neighbor against neigh-

and are likely to multiply amid a historic
mmpl. h«numwm-

Currently. the church has a list of more than
150 temples — considered holier than a tradi-
tional meetinghouse — that are either under
construction or planned, many in the Unit-
ed States,

“It's created a lot of division,” Erin said,
“within our community.”
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Erin said. “That’s just

mixed feelings
about the proj
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thing this  mind-blowingto me and the by

city needs is Worst of all, she and her which the church

another law-  husband said, has been the pushes them for-

suit,” Com-  impact on their three kids, ward.

mission-  who have been labeled “big- Karly Green

er Donald  ots"atschool. lives a few miles  the church’s at-

Walsh said “They're getting pum- from the site of  torney threat-

before cast-  meled over this,” Erin said, the sin-  eningtosue.
ing his vote in the “and losi i % -
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“T've talked to people whose i odlshim‘u*x give him a distin- Besides the building itself, Green also isn't Again and agn
with LDS friends are down,” said guished look (he's less thrilled with the way the church has a distis be
Solvie, adding that professional ties have The city’s planning and zoning board ap- process. church member
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The DeLoes and Solvie said they also have Asked about the fight's impact on the com-

spoken to business Lwners wary of weighing mnﬁ(ydmooommn-ﬁ(hll

in, afraid that doing so could hurt their bot-
m-nlmr.
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review on her business’s

mission approved
under the condition that the single-spired,
three-story, 70,000-square-foot Lone Moun-

tain Temple meets the ib
ing standards.
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